
 

KOREA 
 

ADOPTION  
INFORMATION  

GUIDE  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Adoption Service 
Depar tment for  Community Development 

Government of Western Australia 
August 2006 



 

S:\FIAS\interc\Guides\Guides on the website\Intercountry Adoption Guide - Korea Aug 06.doc   
  

2 

 
 
 
ADOPTION SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
189 Royal Street, East Perth, Western Australia  6004 
PO Box 6334, East Perth, Western Australia  6892 
 
Telephone         9222 2555 
Country callers  1800 622 258 
Fax                    9222 2607 
Email                 adoptions@dcd.wa.gov.au  
          
 
This guide focuses on the process of adopting a child from Korea.  It gives an 
overview of the various steps you will need to go through and outlines 
documentation requirements. 
 
This guide does not prepare you for parenting an adopted child.  It does not discuss 
issues like attachment, cultural continuity and open adoption. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to familiarise themselves with these adoption issues by 
reading adoption literature and contacting adoption services listed in this guide for 
further information. 
 
All information contained in this guide is prepared and published in good faith 
and is subject to change. 
 
All information regarding adoption procedures, travel, visa etc should be viewed as 
a guide and is subject to change. 
 
Please feel free to inform the program manager of any ideas, changes, new 
information or corrections that may assist in making this guide as concise and more 
informative for the community. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Produced by 
 

Adoption Service, Depar tment for  Community Development 
 

August 2006 
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GLOSSARY 
 

 
AAC - Adoption Applications Committee – a board of experts in the area of adoptions which 
meets once a month which considers applicant’s suitability to adopt.  The Adoption 
Assessment Report is submitted to the AAC and is used to make a decision about an 
applicants’  suitability. 
 
(The) Adoption Act or  The Act – The Western Australian Adoption Act, 1994 (WA 
legislation) 
 
Allocation – Child offered by Adoption Service to prospective adoptive parents for the 
purpose of adoption prior to placement 
 
ARCS – Adoption Research and Counselling Service.  This is a non-government adoption 
organisation.  Adoption Service (DCD) is the only approved organisation in WA authorised to 
arrange adoptions both overseas and locally.   
 
AS – Adoption Service 
 
Assessment – all adoption applicants need to be assessed by AS prior to being approved to 
adopt a child either locally or from overseas. 
 
Adoption Assessment Report – A report that the assessor has written based on client 
interviews, referee reports, medical and police checks etc.  This report is submitted to the 
AAC. 
 
ASFC – Adoption Support for Families and Children is a non-government adoption 
organisation.  Adoption Service (DCD) is the only approved organisation in WA authorised to 
arrange adoption both overseas and locally.   
 
Authentication – Documents to be officially sealed and bound by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Australia, prior to sending overseas.   
 
ESWS  - Eastern Social Welfare Society, Inc.  This is the approved adoption organisation in 
Korea that arranges the allocation of children to prospective adoptive parents.  Adoption 
Service (DCD) is the only authorised body to liaise with ESWS concerning the allocation of 
children.   
 
CEO – Chief Executive Officer of Department for Community Development 
 
DIMIA – Department of Immigration, Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs, Australia. 
 
FCS 32  - Adoption Information Sheet – to be filled in by prospective Adoptive Parents for 
the adoption assessment report and homestudy, assessment updates and Hon Judge Report. 
 
Form 40CH – Immigration Sponsorship of your adopted child.  You need to lodge this 
together with Form 47CH in order to obtain your adopted child’s visa clearance. 
 
Form 47CH – Application for Migration to Australia.  You need to lodge this together with 
Form 40CH in order to obtain your adopted child’s visa clearance. 
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Hague Convention – Hague Convention for Protection of Children and Cooperation in 
Respect of Intercountry Adoption.   This is a convention to prevent the trafficking and sale of 
children by putting in place an agreement of minimum standards for intercountry adoption.  
Australia signed the convention on 25 August 1998 and it was later ratified on 1 December 
1998.   
 
Hague country – Those countries that have signed and ratif ied the Hague Convention and 
from which children can be adopted. 
 
HAS – Health Assessment Service of DIMIA – which approves or rejects the Child’s 
Medicals for immigration purposes.  This will determine if the Child is cleared for entry into 
Australia or not. 
 
Homestudy – A package of documents that provides an overview of the applicants 
circumstances.  It is used by the overseas adoption agency to be able to match a child 
according to their needs.  The package includes the adoption assessment report. 
 
Hon Judge Report – This is a report written by the Social Worker from Adoption Service for 
the Family Court Judge.  The report assists the Judge to determine whether to grant an 
Adoption Order. 
 
Intercountry Adoption – Adoption of children from overseas countries. 
 
Notar isation – Documents to be stamped and signed by a recognised Notary Public 
(solicitor) in Australia. 
 
Notary Public – also commonly called Public Notary, is usually a practitioner/solicitor 
appointed by the Full Court as a practising public notary in WA, Australia. 
 
PAP – Prospective Adoptive Parent 
 
Placement – Child is officially placed by Adoption Service into the care of the prospective 
adoptive parents. 
 
Program manager – The appointed officer from Adoption Service and who also manages 
and oversees the casework and case management of prospective adoptive parents. 
 
VAC – Visa Application Charge.  This is the fee that you will need to pay to the Department 
of Multicultural and  Immigration  Affairs.  This is currently $1340 and it is non-refundable.   
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
Annyeong hasimnikka! 
 
This guide is to help you understand the processes, which occur from the time that you are 
considering adopting a child through to the completion of the adoption process. 
 
Your program manager at Adoption Service will support you through the process and answer 
any questions that may arise along the way.  Adoption Service is immediately advised of any 
changes to the Korea adoption process and will advise prospective adoption applicants.   
 
Adoption is a long and detailed process.  
 
There are basically six stages: 
 
1. Enquiry  
 
2. Education program  
 
3. Application, Assessment and Approval  
 
4. Waiting and matching 
 
5. Placement and supervision 
 
6. Application for  Adoption Order  
 
Please refer to the ‘Adoption Procedure Checklist’  for the details associated with each stage.   
 
This guide will explain specific details of any changes to the standard process that relate to a 
Korean adoption.  It will also give you rough time lines for each stage.  Also, there are some 
pages at the back of the guide which have been left blank for your own notes.  You may find 
it helpful to highlight or put post-it notes on important pages. 
 
While every effort is being made to ensure information is as thorough and as accurate as 
possible at the time of publication, please be aware that changes are possible and that updates 
will be made from time to time. 
 
The program manager would like your feedback, especially any additional information, 
corrections and constructive suggestions that can be included in a future edition. 
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FLOWCHART 
 
 

PROCEDURE FOR INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION 
 

Stage 1: Enquiry 
 
In 
 
 
Stage 2: Education Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage 3: Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage 4: Approval 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage 5: Placement and supervision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Enquiry  
registered 

Adoption 
information 
seminar 

Expression 
of interest 
form 

Pre-
adoption 
education 
seminars 

Adoption 
assessment 
seminar 

Medical report, 
police 
clearance and 
referee reports 

Adoption 
application 
form lodged. 
Payment of 
fees 
 

Referral for 
assessment 

Assessment 
report 
prepared 

Adoption 
application 
committee 

Approved 
applicants 
placed on 
overseas 
list 

Homestudy 
report 
prepared and 
sent to Korea 

Child 
matched 
with 
prospective 
adoptive 

Offer of a 
child.  Child’s 
study report 
received by 
Department. 

Prospective 
adoptive parents 
invited to consider 
acceptance of child 
child. 

Prospective 
adoptive 
parents 
accept child 

Korea 
notified of 
acceptance 

Placement 
documentation.  
sponsorship and 
visa 

Prospective adoptive 
parents granted 
permission by Korea 
to travel. 

Child arrives in 
Western 
Australia 
 

Placement procedures.  
Minimum six months 
supervisory period begins.  
progress reports and photo sent 
to Korea. 

Adoptive parents apply 
for Australian 
citizenship for the child. 

Prospective 
adoptive parents 
travel to Korea, 
meet their child. 

Adoption Service sends copy of 
citizenship and reports to Korea 

 
Case Closed 

Prospective adoptive 
parents makes application to 
Family Court for Adoption 
Order.  Program manager to 
complete Hon Judge report. 

Adoption Order 
granted 
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Intercountry adoption a very sensitive and complex area of adoption. It involves all the issues 
relating to domestic adoptions as well as a range of other issues. Moreover, it involves 
Australian immigration law and policy; the laws and policies of the overseas countries; and 
obligations under international conventions.  
 
Because the children are being placed internationally, and almost always interracially, issues 
relating to cultural heritage arise. Also, some children have "special needs" because they are 
older and/or have disabilities. Many of the children, including babies, are likely to be 
physically and/or emotionally vulnerable because of early physical and/or emotional 
deprivation.  
 
Intercountry adoption has frequently been associated with intense controversy. At one end of 
the spectrum, there is the view that it is a form of exploitation of Third World countries by 
First World countries and should be discontinued. It can be argued that intercountry adoption 
does not provide a solution to the domestic issues leading to adoption.  At the other end of the 
spectrum, there is the view that intercountry adoption is a humanitarian act, towards both 
individual children and the sending countries, and thus is a form of overseas aid; that in first 
world countries there are high numbers of people wanting to adopt children and it should be 
encouraged to develop and expand. There are numerous intermediate positions.  
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KOREA PROGRAM 

 
 
 
HISTORY OF INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION  
 
The concept of intercountry adoption has its origins in the aftermath of the two World Wars, 
but particularly after World War II, when the disruption of families in war-torn countries 
resulted in large numbers of abandoned and orphaned children. Children from Germany, 
Greece and the Baltic States were sent by religious organisations for adoption in other 
European countries and in the USA. From 1953 large numbers of orphaned or abandoned 
children from the Korean war were adopted overseas. In Australia, however, intercountry 
adoption is a relatively recent practice: prior to 1975 there were few intercountry adoptions. It 
only became a recognised avenue of adoption following the airlift in 1975 of Vietnamese war 
orphans to Western nations: the 292 children who came to Australia were adopted by 
Australian families. 
 
Since then, adoption of children from Asia and Latin America has become well established in 
Australia, but for reasons which have diversified from this early reaction to a specific crisis.  
 
Intercountry adoption has endured as a response to the needs of children orphaned, abandoned 
or relinquished because of military conflict, poverty or stigmas attaching to illegitimacy, 
disablement or mixed race.  
 
But another momentum has, since the 1970s, overtaken the original impetus for intercountry 
adoption. Economic, demographic, cultural and political changes in Australia in the last 
twenty years have resulted in fewer unwanted births, less pressure to relinquish ex-nuptial 
children for adoption and later discovery of infertility due to couples delaying starting a 
family. The two-fold effect of these factors is a marked decrease in the availability of 
Australian-born children for adoption and many couples finding themselves too old to adopt 
locally born babies. As a result, increasing numbers have turned to intercountry adoption to 
begin or extend their families.  
 
It can be seen, then, that intercountry adoption is a shifting, evolving phenomenon, 
responding to both domestic and international forces.  
 
 
(For the latest Australian Statistics on Intercountry Adoption log onto the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare website to view the 2002/2003 Adoption Australia Report 
http://www.aihw.gov.au) 
 
 
HISTORY OF KOREA PROGRAM 
 
Intercountry adoption commenced in Korea in the 1950s and children were predominantly 
placed in North America. In 1953, Harry Holt, a rich lumberman from Oregon, adopted eight 
“mixed-blood”  orphans from Korea, which saw the opening of Intercountry adoption for 
Korea.  The children available at that time were ones with severe disabilities, orphaned by 
war and ones born inter-racially (refer to books by Kim, Do Young - “The Policy On The 
Intercountry Adoption, The Adoption Laws, and The Future of Adoption In Korea”).  
  
Currently Korea has programs with the USA, Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Belgium, 
and other European countries. The Korean government has the power to suspend the 
intercountry adoption program at any time.  
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Although local adoption is now being encouraged in Korea and remains its high priority, the 
underlying Korean philosophy sees intercountry adoption as a preferred mode of placement 
for children in need of alternative care to being 
institutionalised.  Nonetheless, intercountry adoption in Korea is decreasing annually.  
 
A child born out of wedlock is still socially unacceptable in Korean society, where shame and 
possible ostracism from not only their society but also family members are the deciding 
factors that lead birth parents to relinquish their child.  
 
 There are only four government authorised agencies in Korea that are involved in both local 
and intercountry adoption.  They are incorporated in the provision of the not-for-profit Social 
Welfare Corporate Law, and are subject to a close monitoring by the regulating Korean 
government authorities. 
 
The Korean government allocated Eastern Social Welfare Society (ESWS), Seoul, to work 
with Australia and the USA.   The Korean government has a policy to reduce the number of 
children available for adoption overseas by about 5% each year. ESWS plans its intercountry 
allocation quota at the beginning of each year.   
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EASTERN SOCIAL WELFARE SOCIETY, INC 
Seoul, South Korea 
 
http://www.eastern.or .kr  
 
The agency was founded in 1972 by Dr Kim, Duk Whang, a lifelong Christian and church 
elder.  He currently remains the chairperson of the board whilst his son, Dr Kim, Do Young, 
is the Director and CEO of ESWS.  Many adoptive families have commented how Dr Kim, 
Duk Whang would always be waiting to say a special prayer and farewell to the children 
leaving the agency with their new adoptive families.  It is most often an emotional and 
spiritual moment.  It is believed that Dr Kim senior is now in his 80s and his passion for child 
welfare continues.  
 
ESWS has been developing multifaceted ambulatory (cluster of buildings) and residential 
programs in Seoul called Pyongtaek City for children in need of special or alternative care. 
Services include Child Welfare: from counselling relinquishing parents to domestic violence, 
child care facilities, nursery school program, foster care, adoption services for local and 
overseas adoptions, including post adoption.   
 
Other services include educational services and missionary work, welfare services for senior 
citizens, community welfare, facilities for the disabled, services for women including unwed 
mothers, and sponsorship programs for children with special needs, Korean students in Korea 
and medical support and aid for the children of North Korea (Eastern Social Welfare Society 
– “Caring with Love, Growing with Joy”). 
 
ESWS has its own medical service – Love the Children Hospital – which is affiliated with the 
Eastern Babies’  Home in Seoul.  
 
ESWS has a strong relationship with Australia (and the USA) as they see us as a democratic 
country that is culturally diverse, respecting the dignity of individuals, and being supportive 
of the adoptees’  culture and social adjustment processes, and the development of their own 
potential.  ESWS also sees Australia as one of Korea’s strong allies  (Kim, Do Young - “The 
Policy on the Intercountry Adoption, The Adoption Laws, and The Future of Adoption in 
Korea”).  
 
ESWS has an adoption screening policy where adoption should be “child centred”  rather than 
“adult centred”, to serve each child’s best interest and welfare. 
 
Like most adoption programs, the Korean program frequently goes through changes in its 
procedures, costs, and documentation requirements. For this reason, applicants are urged to 
rely on the Adoption Service Program Manager. A new adoptive family that is going through 
the adoption process with Korea may not necessarily follow exactly the same process as the 
last family.  
 
The Korean program remains popular with Western Australian applicants and they are 
informed that only Adoption Service is authorised to manage their case with Korea directly.  
 
Eastern Babies Home 

 
Eastern Babies Home is located in Seoul and Anyang City.  Each location provides residence 
for 100 children who have been relinquished by their parents.  Babies are taken here before 
being placed in foster homes.   
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Foster  Homes 
 

There are approximately 350 babies in 300 carefully selected foster homes in Seoul.  Children 
stay there until they are adopted.  They are well cared for in warm, loving homes and not in 
orphanages.  The benefits of foster care are that the child learns about love, positive 
interaction and attention and attachment.  They are more likely to settle into a new home than 
a child who has spent his/her early months in an orphanage. 
 
Benefits of the Korean Program 
 
·  The availability of healthy infants.  There are many children also with mild and/or easily 

correctable special needs.  The wait for healthy girls can be considerably longer than 
boys. 

·  The babies aren’ t housed in orphanages.  Korean babies are placed with foster families 
where they are provided for in warm, loving homes until placement. 

·  They receive all the benefits of modern medical care. 
·  Excellent prenatal and post natal care 
·  Post adoption services 
·  As much information about the background of the child is provided where possible 
·  Children are allocated within the first 2 to 4 months of birth and arrive here aged 4 to 9 

months of age. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

CRITERIA 
 
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S CRITERIA FOR ADOPTION 
 
Applicants interested in adopting a child from an overseas country, in first instance must meet 
all the requirements of the Western Australian Adoption Act 1994.  Adoption of a child from 
Korea can only be arranged by Department for Community Development, Adoption Service.   
 
1. The Adoption Act 1994 – criteria for adoption applicants 
 
·  be 18 or more years of age;  
·  be a resident or domiciled in Western Australia; 
·  be single, married or in a defacto relationship; couples must apply jointly; 
·  if applying jointly, provide evidence to show that you have been continuously in a 

relationship (married, or defacto or a combination of both) for at least three years, (and 
cannot be married or in a defacto relationship to any other person);  

·  if applying as a single applicant, must be an Australian citizen; if applying jointly, both 
applicants are Australian citizens, or one of the applicants is an Australian citizen and the 
other is a citizen of a country which gives the same rights to adopted persons as non-
adopted persons in relation to entry into, residence, education and medical care in that 
country. [Section 38 & Section 39]  

 
2. To be considered ‘ suitable to adopt’ , each applicant must show that he / she: 
    
·  is physically and mentally able to care for and support a child until the child attains 18 

years of age;  
·  is of good repute; 
·  if applying jointly, has a stable marriage or defacto relationship with the other applicant; 
·  shows a desire and ability to provide a suitable family environment for the child; 
·  has not been found guilty:- 

(1) in the 5 years before the date of assessment, of an offence punishable at the time 
of the finding by imprisonment, 

 (2) at any time, of an offence punishable at the time of the finding by life  
 imprisonment, strict security life imprisonment or life imprisonment for 20  
 years or more, or 
 (3) at any time, of an offence involving an assault or sexual offence against a  
 child (committed when the applicant was 18 or more years of age). [Section 40]  
          
3. when a child is considered for placement, the prospective adoptive parent: 
 
·  be approved as a suitable adoptive applicant; 

meet, as far as is practicable, the wishes of the birth parents 
·  in the case of a first adoption, the younger applicant to be no more than 45 years older than 

the child to be placed and the older applicant to be no more than 50 years older than the 
age of the child; 

·  in the case of a second or subsequent adoption, the younger applicant to be no more than 
50 years older than the child to be placed and the older applicant to be no more than 55 
years older than the age of the child; 
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·  if a single person, be no more than 45 years older than the age of the first child to be 
placed and no more older than 50 years older in age to that of the second or subsequent 
child; 

·  Continue to be in a stable marriage or defacto relationship; 
·  meet if relevant, the child’s wishes; 
·  recognises the value of, and need for, cultural and ethnic continuity for the child; 
·  shows a desire and ability to continue the child’s established cultural, ethnic, religious or 

educational arrangements;  
·  if female, not be pregnant at the time of placement (evidence required); 
·  not be undertaking treatment for fertility (evidence required); 
·  be matched with a child that is consistent with the recommendation of the AAC; 
·  be matched with an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander  (ATSI) child in accordance with 

the ATSI placement for adoption principle in Schedule 2A, if this is consistent with the 
parent’s wishes; 

·  have finalised the adoption of any other adopted child in the family; 
·  where there are other children in the adoptive home then:- 
 (1) the adoptee is to be the youngest in the adoptive family, 
 (2) the youngest child in the family must be 12 or more months older than the 
  adoptee, 

(3) each of the children have been in the family for at least 2 years. 
·  consider to also accommodate a sibling of an adopted child, who subsequently becomes 

available for adoption. [Section 52 and Regulation 41]  
 
Please note that the age differential is different for second and subsequent adoptions.   
 
This summary is a guide. The Adoption Act 1994 and Adoption Regulations 1995 contain all 
the criteria. If you have any questions about the three stages please contact Adoption Service, 
9222 2555.  

 
KOREA’S CRITERIA FOR ADOPTION 
 
Applicants must meet the requirements of the Western Australian Adoption Act and in 
addition the requirements of the Korean criteria to be eligible to adopt a child from Korea.  
 
Marital Status ·  Applicants must be married for a minimum of 3 years.   

 
·  Couples who are divorced once must be currently married for 

more than 3 years. 
 
·  Couples who have had more than one divorce will not be 

considered. 
 
·  Defacto relationships are not considered. 
 
·  Same sex couples are not considered. 
 

Age ·  Maximum age is 44 years and 3 months at the time of sending 
your homestudy to Korea. 

 
·  Korea states that both applicants should be aged no more than 44 

years and 3 months at the time of receipt of the application by 
ESWS. 
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·  The age between the adoptive mother  and father  should be 
less than 10 years. 

 
Health ·  Please refer to the appendix for Korea’s health requirements.   

 
 

Income ·  Minimum income US$30,000 net (approx. A$39,000) 
 
 

Families ·  Applicants should not have more than 4 dependent children 
 
 

Religion ·  Applicants should be accepting of all religions. 
 
·  Applicants of Jehovah Witness faith are not accepted by Korean 

authorities unless they are prepared to allow their child to have a 
blood transfusion when required. 

 
Type of child ·  Children aged 0 – 12 months.  Applicants should be willing to 

accept a child of either gender. 
 
·  Most babies are allocated when they are 1 – 3 months old.  The 

oldest Korean child that WA has received in recent years was 11 
months old. 

 
Allocation Time ·  Six months to two years before the file is sent to Korea.  

 
·  1-12 months before a child is offered after file sent.  
 
·  Applicants normally wait about 2 – 4 months after the offer of a 

child before being able to travel to pick up the child. 
 

 
 
CHILDREN REQUIRING AN ADOPTIVE PLACEMENT 

 
·  Non-Special Needs Children-Applicants must be prepared to accept a child of either sex, 

including children with asthma, cleft lip/palate or eczema.  
 
·  Special Needs Children–Children with severe physical / mental disabilities / long-term 

disease/health issues (entry into Australia is subject to Immigration entry restrictions) 
 
·  Older Children or  siblings/twins-These are rarely available. 
 
Korea limits the number of children it is willing to place in Australia via a quota system.  
Presently, the quota for Western Australia is 10 children per year.  Due to the high number of 
applicants wishing to adopt a child from Korea, applicants can expect to wait at least 5 
months to 1 year before their f ile will be accepted by Korea.  After the file has been sent to 
Korea, it may take between 3 and 12 months before Korea matches a child to the applicants.  
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
 

SUMMARY OF STAGES, DOCUMENTS AND COSTS 
 
1. Enquiry 
Please refer to the ‘Adoption Procedure Checklist’ . 
 
2. Education program 
Please refer to the ‘Adoption Procedure Checklist’ .  
 
3. Application, Assessment and Approval 
Please refer to the ‘Adoption Procedure Checklist’ . 
 
4. Waiting and Matching 
 

 Process Cost 
Subject to change 

Information Officer Once you have been approved, the 
Information Officer will send you a letter 
outlining the homestudy requirements of 
Korea.   

Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents 

Once you have completed all the forms and 
collated the information, please contact the 
Information Officer to arrange a time to 
submit your paperwork. 

Nil 

Information Officer All the information is collated as per 
Korea’s requirements (including assessment 
report, police clearance, medical forms etc).  
The Information Officer will arrange for 
your documents to be notarised by Tim 
Cocks, who does not charge adoption 
clients for this service.   

Nil 

Public Notary Notarises the documents and returns them 
to Adoption Service.  

Nil 

Information Officer Sends homestudy to Korea by Courier.  
Usually at the beginning of the year 

Courier fees approx 
AUS$65 

Program manager Follows progress of the case with ESWS. Nil 
Prospective 
Adoptive Parents 

Waiting time can range from six weeks to 
12 months for allocation 

 

Program manager  When an allocation is made, the program 
manager will conduct a Departmental case 
review of the allocated child.  This is to 
ensure that prospective adoptive parents are 
eligible to adopt by checking that: 
·  Couple are within age criteria 
·  Able to meet the needs and care of the 

Nil 
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allocated child 
Medical, police and adoption assessment 
are all current and up to date (all need to be 
updated every two years)    

Team Leader Endorses recommendation of program 
manager to accept the allocation of the 
child.   

Nil 

Adoptions Manager Manager approves the allocation of the 
child 

Nil 

Program manager Prospective adoptive parents are notified of 
the allocation and an interview is arranged 
to peruse the details of child.   A photo of 
the child is usually given to the prospective 
adoptive parents. 

Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents 

Couples discuss the child offered and 
complete acceptance documentation and 
immigration procedure if they wish to 
proceed with acceptance.  Program 
manager couriers acceptance papers and 
immigration forms to Korea.   
Waiting time prior to being permitted to 
travel is from six to 16 weeks 

Adoption fee = 
US$7000  
Donation to orphanage 
= US$2,500. 
DIMA sponsorship fee 
is  AUS$1340 
Courier costs varies 

 
5. Placement and supervision 
 

 Process Cost 
Subject to change 

ESWS ESWS will take the child to a panel doctor to 
complete medical clearance needed for immigration 
purposes.  Once the medicals have been completed, 
this is returned to the Australian Embassy in Seoul 
and then faxed to HAS for medical clearance.  

Nil 

HAS To clear immigration medicals.  Medicals will be 
faxed back to the Australian Embassy in Seoul and 
then to ESWS. 

Nil 

Program manager Contacts HAS and obtains a copy of the cleared 
medical.  Program manager will forward this 
information to prospective adoptive parents.   

Nil 

ESWS Will obtain passport and organise for the visa to be in 
the passport once the Australian Embassy has 
approved the immigration visa.  Once this is all in 
place, ESWS will notify Adoption Service that the 
prospective adoptive parents can travel.   

Nil 

Program manager Contact applicants to notify them that they are able to 
travel. 

Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents 

To arrange travel dates in consultation with Program 
Manager and after booking flights, provide a copy of 
flight details to program manager to forward to 
Korea.  Applicants to notify program manager if they 
wish to stay at the guesthouse or alternative 
accommodation. 

Return 
airfares x 2 
and one way 
child. 

Program manager To fax a copy of the travel itinerary to ESWS and to 
book the accommodation should the prospective 
adoptive parents wish to stay at the guesthouse.   

Nil 

� � � � � � � �� � 	 
 � � �Was $6000 
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Prospective adoptive 
parents 

To sign undertaking and provide results of pregnancy 
test (blood test) one week before travel. To sign 
placement conditions forms.  

Doctors fee 

Program manager To prepare travel papers for prospective adoptive 
parents.  

Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents 

Travel to Korea (min 5 working days).  A staff 
member from ESWS will meet you at the airport. 
 

Nil 

Prospective adoption 
parents and ESWS 

You will meet your child and foster carer. Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents and ESWS 

ESWS will hold a formal luncheon for you and your 
child 

Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents and ESWS 

When it is time to leave, there will be a time of 
prayer for you and your child. 

Nil 

Prospective adoptive 
parents and child 

Visit program manager within three working days 
after return.  Supply copies of child’s passport and 
other adoption papers.  Applicant and program 
manager arranges a time for the first placement 
supervision visit in the home. 

Nil 

 
6. Application for  Adoption Order  
 

 Process Cost 
Subject to change 

Applicants Following the first visit, applicants may wish to engage 
a solicitor to lodge an application for the adoption 
order.  After 6 months, your program manager will be 
busy preparing the Hon Judge report to support the 
adoption order. 

Solicitor  = 
AUS$700+ 

Solicitor or 
prospective 
adoptive parents 

Lodges application for Adoption Order Covered in 
solicitors fees 

Family Court of 
Western Australia 

Grants Adoption Order  

Adoptive parent Applies for child’s Certif icate of Australian 
Citizenship.  Supplies notarised copy to program 
manager. 

At the 
expense of 
the adoptive 
parents 

Program manager Send certified copy of Adoption Order and notarised 
Certificate of Australian Citizenship to Korean 
Consulate and copy to ESWS. 

Nil 

Program manager Close case Nil 
Prospective 
adoptive parents 

Send yearly reports on the progress of their child to 
ESWS 

Courier costs 
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SUMMARY OF COSTS 
(Approximate costs.  Subject to change.) 

 
Education seminars     $470 
 
Police clearance       $70 
 
Medical      varies 
 
Application      $750 per couple 
 
Assessment      $1,000 
 
Courier of homestudy     $150 
 
Korean Adoption fee     US$7,000  
 
Korean orphanage fee     US$2,500 
 
Courier of acceptance documents   $150 
 
Immigration fees     $1340 
 
Air fares (two adults return, one child one way)  approx. $3,350  
 
Accommodation in guest house    $456 (US$300) 
 
Travel expenses      $1,000 
 
Medical report (female applicant not pregnant)  Varies 
 
Adoption Order Fee (only if applied for by Solicitor’ s) approx $700  
 
Total       approx $ 25,000 to $27,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� � � � � � � �� � 	 
 � � �Was 
US$6000 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 
HOMESTUDY 

 
 
Adoption Service will prepare your homestudy after the Adoption Application Committee 
(AAC) has approved you as suitable to be adoptive parents.  After you have been approved, 
you will receive a congratulatory letter from the Information Officer informing you of what 
needs to be included as part of your homestudy.  The timing of sending off your homestudy 
will depend on your sequence in the quota for that year.  Your sequence in the quota is in 
accordance with your date of payment of your fees.  Korea will inform Adoption Service in 
January each year about the number of children they are willing to place in WA.  Please feel 
free to ask the Information Officer or program manager if you have any questions or queries. 
 
UNDERTAKING FOR INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION APPLICANTS 

 
Adoption Service asks prospective adoptive parents to sign an agreement that all contact with 
the Korean authority will be made by Adoption Service only, on your behalf.  It is also an 
agreement stating that you will be responsible for all financial costs associated with 
organising your adoption (including courier costs of documents) and that you will not travel 
to Korea before approval from Adoption Service.  
 
The purpose of the undertaking is to make sure that the adoption process runs smoothly and 
that the Western Australian intercountry adoption process complies with international 
agreements and conventions.   
 
Adoption Service will give the undertaking to you. Please sign this and return it as soon as 
possible.   Your Korea program manager will personally make all contacts with Korea 
regarding your adoption application.  Adoption Service has the sole authority to act on your 
behalf for all arrangements and negotiations.   
 
It is important that you do not have direct contact with the Korean authorities or go through a 
third party.  It can be open to misinterpretation and can be seen as making a private adoption 
arrangement. This could jeopardise your allocation and the reputation of the program.  It will 
cause unnecessary delays and confusion for all parties involved.    
 
The program manager will make every effort to contact you at least once a month.  Please 
contact your program manager whenever you need to. 

 
HOMESTUDY DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS 
(Please photocopy all documents for your records) 
 
To complete the Korean homestudy, you are required to supply Adoption Service with the 
following documents.      
 
Photographs (Standard size, 5x7)   
2 x applicant one 
2 x applicant two 
2 x child/ren (if applicable) 
2 x Family 
1 x Family Home 
 
Please securely attach these photos on A4 size paper with a maximum of two photos on each 
sheet.  Do not staple the A4 sheets together.  
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Application for Korean Adoption.  The Information Officer will provide this to you.   
 
Once Adoption Service has received your photos and the Korean application form, the 
Information officer will include other supporting documents required by Korea.  It will then be 
notarised and couriered to Korea on your behalf by January of the year of your quota sequence.  
The account of the courier will be forwarded to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

S:\FIAS\interc\Guides\Guides on the website\Intercountry Adoption Guide - Korea Aug 06.doc   
  

23 

CHAPTER FOUR 
 

OFFER OF A CHILD 
 

 
Once your homestudy is couriered to Korea, ESWS will match a child to you on the basis of the 
homestudy documents.  Matching is done on the basis of the best interest of the prospective 
adoptive child and the birth parent’s wishes where possible.  
 
Korea is also committed to reducing the number of children placed overseas for adoption.   
 
Korea has recently implemented a quota system for each country; there are many more foreign 
applicants interested in adopting a child from Korea then the Korean Government are willing to 
place for intercountry adoption.  Therefore, the waiting time for Korea may increase due to the 
decrease in numbers of children being placed for adoption.   Over recent years, the quota has 
been between 10 – 12 children per year.  The time period you are required to wait before Korea 
offers you a child ranges from two to 12 months after the sending of your homestudy to Korea. 
 
CHILD STUDY REPORT 
 
Once prospective adoptive parents are identified by Korea for a particular child, a child study 
report will be forwarded to Adoption Service.  The report will have basic information on the 
child including medical status, background information on parents and social history.  A 
photo or two is usually included in the report.  
 
CASE REVIEW AND OFFER OF CHILD 

 
Once the department receives the child study report, Adoption Service will then prepare a 
case review which the team leader and manager endorse.  The case review sets out the formal 
allocation process.  This is in line with the placement criteria of the WA Adoption Act 1994. 
 
Once the case review has been endorsed, you will receive a phone call from Adoption Service 
congratulating you on the offer of a child!  You will be invited into the office to receive the 
child’s information and see the photo of your child.  You will also be given some letters 
which will outline the acceptance and immigration process should you wish to accept this 
offer of a child after you read the child study report and medical report.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

S:\FIAS\interc\Guides\Guides on the website\Intercountry Adoption Guide - Korea Aug 06.doc   
  

24 

 
CHAPTER FIVE 

 
IMMIGRATION &  ACCEPTANCE 

 
 
IMMIGRATION 
 
Please note the overall process of your child’s entry to Australia will be referred to as the 
“ immigration process” and the legal documentation to be granted is the “adoption visa”. The 
Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) undertakes the 
role of assessing and deciding applications for visas in accordance with the requirements of 
the Migration Regulations. DIMIA refers to the migration of a child to Australia as 
“sponsorship”.  
 
Please refer to the DIMIA website for updated information on this process.  See fact sheet 36. 
www.immi.gov.au/migration/family/children/adoption.htm   
 
NON-ACCEPTANCE / ACCEPTANCE 

 
It is important that you inform the program manager as soon as possible if you choose not to 
accept the child allocated to you by Korea.  You will not be discriminated in regards to an 
offer of another child but at the same time you would need to be able to justify the decision eg 
if the child’s family had a history of mental illness and you feel that should the child develop 
a mental illness it would interfere with the bonding process between yourselves and the child.   
 
To formally accept, you will need to provide the following documents to the program 
manager.   
 
·  A letter of acceptance addressed to Dr Kim, Do Young (MD, Ph D), President and CEO 

of Eastern Social Welfare Society, Inc including your intentions of cultural continuity for 
the child and maintaining contact with Korea (foster carer, ESWS, birth parents etc). 

·  Statement of acceptance for Adoption from. Signed in the presence of a Public Notary  
(x 4 originals). 

·  Affidavit of support form (x 4 originals) – only male applicant needs to complete.  Signed 
in the presence of a Public Notary 

·  Statement of Adoption form (x 4 originals) – only male applicant needs to complete.  
Signed in the presence of a Public Notary. 

 
Your program manager will provide you with four copies of the three statements listed above.  
Once you have filled in all the forms (do not sign as this needs to be done in front of a Public 
Notary), you will need all the documents notarised by a Notary Public.  Please consult with 
your program manager as it may be arranged for you free of charge!  All the forms need to be 
completed first and then signed in the presence of a Public Notary. 
 
Along with the acceptance documents, you will also need to provide ESWS with TWO bank 
cheques made out in US DOLLARS payable to the Eastern Social Welfare Society, Inc.  
Seoul, Korea.  The current cheque details are as follows: 
 
·  Adoption Fee US$7,000  
·  Donation (towards maintenance of your child) US$2,500 
 
When the above documents are completed and notarised, please return them to Adoption 
Service, together with your bank cheques. 

� � � � � � � �� � 	 � � � �Was 
US$6,000 
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KOREA CHECKLIST 
 
Once all the documents are gathered, please make an appointment with Adoption 
Services to go through the documents pr ior  to cour ier ing them off. 
 

 Typed letter of acceptance addressed to Department for Community Development, 
WA 

 
 Typed letter of acceptance addressed to Dr Kim, Do Young, President and CEO of 

Eastern Social Welfare Society, Inc 
 

 4 x completed and notarised Statement of Acceptance for Adoption 
 

 4 x completed and notarised Affidavit of Support 
 

 4 x completed and notarised Statement of Adoption 
 

 Bank Cheque made out to Eastern Social Welfare Society, Seoul, Korea for Adoption 
fee of  US$6,000  

 
 Bank Cheque made out to Eastern Social Welfare Society, Seoul, Korea for a 

donation towards maintenance of your child of US$2,500. 
 
All the above need to be given to Adoption Service for Adoption/Sponsorship visa to 
cour ier  on your  behalf to Eastern Social Welfare Society, Korea.  The account for  the 
cour ier  will be forwarded to you. 
 

 Form 47CH  
 

 Form 40CH  
 

 *Certified copy of the Korean child home study or medical report (in lieu of child’s 
birth certificate) – supplied by Korea 

 
 *Certified copy of information page of each applicant’ s passport (if you do not have 

current passport, then a certified birth certificate is required) 
 

 *Certified copy of your marriage certificate. 
 

 Authorising letter from Adoption Services addressed to the Australian Embassy in 
Korea. 

 
 Original receipt of your visa application charge (AUS$1305) 

 
All the above needs to be given to Adoption Service to be couriered to the Australia 
Embassy in Seoul. 

  
*  Justice of the Peace 
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CHILD’S PASSPORT AND ADOPTION VISA 
 

Your child’s Korean passport will be organised by Eastern Social Welfare Society and he or 
she will travel to Australia on this passport.  
 
 A visa label will be affixed to the child’s passport as evidence of the child’s visa clearance 
for entry to Australia. 
 
When this has been sorted out, you will be notified by Adoption Service regarding when the 
child is ready to travel. 
 
It is extremely important that you do not travel prior to approval being given by the 
department.  The necessary paperwork (medical clearance and other documents from Korea) 
needs to be completed.  Please be assured that your program manager will keep in regular 
contact with ESWS and there is a good working relationship between Adoption Service and 
ESWS.  
 
The visa permits the child to travel to and enter Australia for a period of 5 years from the date 
of grant. 
 
 
 
CHILD’S NEW NAME 
 
Your child will have the same surname as you.  You are required, under law, to retain the first 
name of the child as their first name.  It is at your discretion to choose a middle name for your 
child.  Please be aware that your child’s Korean first name consists of two parts.  These two 
parts should be maintained as the child’s first name.   
 
Choosing a name for your child is very personal, with parents© feelings, tradition and 
grandparents affecting that choice. When naming an adopted child the same 
influences exist together with the issues of culture, birth parents© ideas, and the age of 
the child. At times our personal desires may need to take second place to the child©s 
needs or desires to retain or choose a name tied to his/her self-image and self-esteem. 
 
Maintaining the name given them by the orphanage, organisation or birth family, 
affirms your child©s cultural and national heritage as an important part of him/her. It 
demonstrates to your child and to the world that his/her original cultural identity is a 
source of pride. It is an open acknowledgment of a positive kind of difference that will 
always be part of your child. It may be especially important as you child grows older.  
 
Although you may find that your child has a difficult name to pronounce it is 
important to check the actual pronunciation. 
 
It is also very important to understand that a child©s name is often much linked to their 
culture, time or place of birth, or a special relative. It is also important to note that all 
names have a meaning.  
 
For a list of names and its meaning, you can do your own research via the 
library or browse on the Internet for a list of names from all cultures and its 
meaning. 
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FLOWCHART 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting at Adoption 
Service to receive 
information of your child 
and letter informing you 
of acceptance and 
immigration process. 

Take documentation home. 
Consider acceptance of the 
child. 

·  Fill out immigration forms provided 
and partly completed for you by 
Adoption Service. 

·  Certify supporting documents and 
obtain photos 

 

Go to Department for Immigration and Multicultural 
and Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA) at City Central, 411 
Wellington St, Perth (Ph: 131 881)  
website: www.immi.gov.au.  
You will need to do the following at DIMIA: 
·  Pay Visa Application Charge (VAC) of $1305  

This is non-refundable.  You will be given a 
receipt.  Please hold onto original receipt.   

·  (optional) “Booklet 2: Child Migration”  at a cost 
of $10 which will have information on legal and 
policy requirements for the grant of the Adoption 
Visa for your adopted child (or free off the web!) 

When you have completed 
acceptance and immigration 
documents, call your program 
manager and arrange a time to 
meet. 

At the meeting, you will need: 
·  All acceptance documentation 
·  All immigration documentation  
·  Signed HAS consent form 
Your program manager will look through 
the documentation to make sure that you 
have filled it out correctly. 

Your program manager will arrange 
for notarisation and courier your 
acceptance documentation to ESWS.   

Adoption Service will courier the 
following: 
·  Form 40CH, 47CH  
·  Original VAC 
·  Certified documents and photos 
·  Letter from Adoption Service  
 
to The Australian Embassy in Seoul 

You may receive a letter from The Australian 
Embassy in Seoul stating your child’s immigration 
file number, please give Adoption Service a copy 
of this letter. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

PROCESS PRIOR TO TRAVEL 
 

 
The time frame from the offer of your child to the travelling to pick up your child in Korea 
can range from between 2.5 months to 4 months.  
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 

 
Once you have been given approval to travel by Adoption Service, you will need to give 
Adoption Service your travel itinerary.   Please book your flights with your own travel agent.  
You will need to book a one-way flight for your child.  Ensure that the child’s name is the 
original Korean name.  Your travel itinerary will be faxed to Korea.  The Department will 
then proceed to prepare the relevant escort/introduction letters for you to collect your adoptive 
child. 
 
ACCOMMODATION 

 
Eastern Social Welfare Society in Seoul has a guesthouse which families can stay in for 
US$50 per day per room.  The accommodation is simple, but comfortable, clean and pleasant.  
Each room has heating and air-conditioning, an ensuite with basic bathroom supplies 
(including a hair dryer!).   
 
Each floor of the guest house has an established kitchen, fully supplied with cutlery and 
utensils as well as other facilities such as refrigerator, washer and dryer, iron and ironing 
board and water cooler to only name a few. 
 
ESWS provides eggs, bread, filtered water and orange juice in each kitchenette.  Cooked 
meals are not provided but you are welcome to shop for groceries and cook for yourself.  If 
this is the option that you would like to take, please inform your program manager 
immediately so that arrangements and bookings can be made.   
 
Scuffs are provided in each room and it is the normal practice in Korea to take off your shoes 
when in the guesthouse.  
 
Please inform your program manager if you wish to stay at the guest house as arrangements 
for pick up and bookings need to be made. 
 
TRAVEL VISA FOR APPLICANTS 

 
If you are entering Korea with an Australian passport and staying less than 90 days, you will 
not need a visa for the purpose of adoption.  It is best to double check this with you travel 
agent.  It is important to inform you travel agent that you are going to Korea for the purpose 
of adoption. 
 
PLACEMENT CONDITIONS FOR OVERSEAS ADOPTIONS 
 
The ‘Placement Conditions for Overseas Adoption’  list several conditions before the 
placement of your child is possible.  The female applicant will need to have a blood test 
stating that she is not pregnant at the time of placement OR a written confirmation from your 
GP stating that you have had a hysterectomy etc. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

 
 
 

FACTS IN BRIEF 

 
Area:   99,373Km2  
 
Population:  48 million people 
 
Government:  Republic 
 
Capital:   Seoul (population of 10.6 million) 
 
Currency:  Korean won (KRW) 
 
Climate:  - Spring is from late March to May and is warm.   

- The summer months are from June to early September.  It is 
generally hot and humid this time of year.   
- The Autumn months are from September to November with  
   mild weather.  This is the best season to travel to Korea. 
- The winter months are from December to mid-March.  It is  
   bitterly cold during this time with cold Siberian winds.  There  
   is heavy snow in the northern and eastern parts of Korea. 

 
Religion:  Christianity, Buddhism, Confucianism and Shamanism 
 
Language:  Korean or Hangeul was invented in 1443, during the reign of   
                                       King Sejong. It is composed of 10 vowels and 14 consonants.   
                    Hangeul has 11 compound vowels, 5 glottal sounds. 
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CULTURAL INFORMATION FOR WHEN TRAVELLING TO KOREA 
 

·  Remember to dress respectfully (smart casual), particularly for meetings with the 
adoption officials / representatives.  It is inappropriate to show midriff and cleavage at 
any time when in Korea. 

 
·  Regardless of circumstances, ALWAYS be patient and respectful, as becoming frustrated 

with delays (and therefore people) does not help you in any way, or the other adoptive 
parents that may be in your group. 

 
·  Gifts do not have to be elaborate or expensive.  It is a good idea to present your gifts at 

the beginning of your meeting as a sign of sincerity and best wishes.  
 
·  You may like to include your child’s main carer (and family), staff members of ESWS 

(including Dr Kim, Do Young; Dr Kim, Duk Whang, Social Worker for your child, 
driver, etc.).  This is entirely at your discretion.  Always bring a spare gift or two.  Check 
with your program manager on names of staff. 

 
·  Previous prospective adoptive parents who have returned from Korea have said that a 

donation to Dr Kim/foster mother may be appropriate (approx US$50 to US$100). 
 
·  For both receiving and giving gifts, both hands are used to hold onto the gift.  
 
·  When giving gifts of several items, be sure that they do not total four (unlucky number).  

One gift is appropriate; it is the gesture not the number that is important. 
 
·  Acceptable gifts include native flower or animal books on Australia, chocolates, fresh 

flowers for drying, liquor, macadamia nuts (shelled), cookies (eg. short bread, Tim Tams 
etc) and even honey.  Note: Food stuff may need to be declared at Korean customs. 

 
·  Gifts should be wrapped. 
 
·  Card-giving: Avoid writing in red ink (it is believed to bring bad luck). 
 
USEFUL TIPS FROM ADOPTIVE PARENTS 
 
·  Make extra copies of documents, passports, passport-sized photos (applicants’  and 

child’s) – as this will save you looking for a photocopier in Korea. 
 
·  A few common Korean words would be useful in establishing a quicker rapport with your 

child.  Even babies/ very young children can recognise their names and simple words.   
 
·  Bringing clothes for your child as he or she will usually leave the orphanage with only the 

clothes that he/she is wearing.   
 
·  Clothing can be bought in Korea at a reasonable cost.  
 
·  If you are adopting a baby under 12 months old, it is a good idea to bring a couple of 

baby dummies or pacifiers that would suit your child’s age. 
 
·  You can buy baby/toddler feeding bottles in Korea.  
 



 

S:\FIAS\interc\Guides\Guides on the website\Intercountry Adoption Guide - Korea Aug 06.doc   
  

31 

·  Baby formulas: It is a good idea to continue with the current formula used by the 
carer/orphanage and even buy an extra tin or two from Korea to bring back with you.  If 
you decide to do this, you must declare opened and unopened tins of baby formula when 
you arrive back in Perth.  If formula tins are opened, if may be taken off you at customs.  
If you can, keep the tin sealed and unopened. 

 
·  Baby rug/blanket for the trip home. This is quite handy in the plane or you could ask the 

flight attendant for a spare blanket during your flight. 
 
·  Spare baby pillow – optional.  The airlines will provide extra pillows during your flight.   
 
·  A photo album to give to your child’s carer or orphanage to show them where you live 

and where your adopted child will be growing up, and photos of your family. 
 
·  Enough Travellers Cheques (US currency) – shopping, emergency, etc.  
 
·  Imodium – in case you get the dreaded tummy bug.  Check with your Medical/Health 

practitioner. 
 
·  Baby Panadol, a sedative to calm your child down during long flights etc. Check with 

your Medical/Health practitioner. 
 
·  Gift wrapping paper – it is best to wrap your gifts when you get to Korea to avoid creases. 

Don’ t forget sticky tape and wrapper (optional – you could purchase wrapping paper in 
Korea, but that means you have to go looking for it). 

 
·  Passport – check that your passport is not going to expire in 6 months time, before you 

leave for Korea. If it is, then it needs to be renewed.  Passport renewal forms can be 
obtained at the post office. 

 
·  A gift for your child. Don’ t forget to bring a gift for your child. A soft toy is usually 

popular with children.  
 
·  You may like to take a few emergency supplies with you like cup-a-soups, packet of 

biscuits, muesli bars etc.  
 
·  Broad-spectrum antibiotics for yourself and your child – ask your GP about possible 

allergic reactions if taking for the first time. 
 
·  Antiseptic hand gel (from the baby section of the supermarket) is useful. 
  
·  Always drink bottled water and brush your teeth with bottled water. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

 
ARRIVAL IN KOREA 

 
 
In most instances, you will be met by an ESWS.  Formal introductions will be carried out and 
you also meet the CEO, founder of the orphanage and other staff members.   
 
CEO       Dr Kim, Do Young 
Founder of ESWS     Dr Kim, Duk Whang 
Director of Child Care Services and Allocation  Mrs Shin, Hee Sook 
 
MEETING YOUR CHILD 

 
ESWS will arrange a time for you to meet your child as soon as possible and at the 
convenience of the foster carer.  The first meeting is usually held at ESWS and in some cases 
a second meeting at the foster carers’  home.  
 
At the carer’s home, it is important to take your shoes off before entering the home.  This is 
the custom of Koreans.  Usually, the foster mother will prepare a meal or two to welcome you 
into their home.  It is polite to have some of the food that she has prepared. 
 
Some foster carers will give you a photo album of your child from the time he or she was 
placed with them.   
 
EASTERN SOCIAL WELFARE SOCIETY, INC 

 
During your time in Korea, you will probably have a formal luncheon at the centre.  This is 
usually given to all prospective adoptive parents when they collect their child.  Neat casual 
dress code is recommended.   
 
ESWS may also take you to visit their other institutions, including Pyongtaek City which 
houses Esther’s Home, Jacob’s Home, Eastern Special School, Eastern Vocational and 
Training Centre, Rehabilitation Centre and Eastern Church.  Other adoptive parents found 
these places enlightening and quite emotional, especially visiting the place of unwed/single 
mothers.  Some saw it as a positive closure to the adoption process.   
 
ESWS will give you your child’s passport before you leave to return to Perth.  The passport 
will have your child’s adoption visa in it. 
 
Some families will be presented with a book, “A History of Religions In Korea” written by Dr 
Kim, Duk Whang, should you meet with him.  You may also be presented with a poignant 
visual book on ESWS and its adoptees, “The Blessed Children” .  You will also receive other 
reading material including ESWS Korean/English translation and “Caring with Love, 
Growing with Joy” : which includes information on Pyongtaek City. 
 
ESWS will also present you with a handy pack with baby formula, baby bottles, nappies etc.  It is 
suggested that you use the given formula and wean your child off gradually so that he or she will 
be used to the Australian formula.  Remember not to open all the formula containers as customs 
officers may quarantine it when you arrival at Perth Airport. 
 
You will also be provided with a western sling sack/quilt. Koreans use a slightly different type to 
carry their children and probably what your child is used to.  If you want a Korean (wrap) you 
will need to ask to purchase one from ESWA.  It is a good idea to learn how to use this.   
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You will be given a pre-flight report and health card from ESWS detailing your child’s feeding, 
sleeping patterns, developmental progress, health and immunisations.  You will also be handed 
an envelope to be given to an Adoption Service officer in Perth. 
 
LEAVING KOREA 

 
Before you leave Korea, Dr Kim (when available) and other staff will give you a send off.  A 
special prayer will be said for your child.   Your child’s foster carers may be present.  This will 
be an emotional time for the staff and especially foster carer as they have formed a bond with the 
child.  This may not always happen – it depends on what time you are leaving. 
 
ESWS will organise a driver to take you to Incheon Airport. 
 
USEFUL CONTACT 
 
Should you have any problems whilst overseas, you may contact us on  
(insert Korea code for Australia) followed by 618 9222 2555 during business hours 
Please note that Seoul is approximately 1 hour ahead of Perth local time. 
 
Australian Embassy (Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs) 
13th Floor, Kyobo Building 
1 Chongro-1-ka 
Chongro-ku 110-174  
Seoul 
Phone: (82-2) 2003 0111 
Fax: (82-2) 720 9932 
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CHAPTER NINE 

 
RETURN TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 
 
LEGAL GUARDIAN 
 
Your child’s adoption has not been finalised yet.  The Chief Executive Officer of the 
Department will be your child’s legal guardian until the adoption is finalised through the 
granting of the Adoption Order by the Family Court of WA.  
 
As the Chief Executive Officer is the child’s legal guardian until the Adoption Order is 
granted, important decisions must be made in consultation with the program manager. Parents 
should consult with the program manager about 6 weeks before making any major or 
important decisions for the child.  Important decisions include consent to travel out of WA or 
overseas, baptism, anaesthesia and other medical/dental treatment.  Your program manager 
will seek approval via a written submission. 

 
MEETING WITH PROGRAM MANAGER 

 
When you have finally arrived in Perth, please contact your program manager within 3 days 
of your arrival to arrange a meeting at Adoption Service.  At this meeting, the program 
manager will keep the child’s passport and provide you with certif ied copies of this instead.  
The child’s passport will be returned to you once the Adoption Order has been granted.    
 
In turn, Adoption Service will provide you with the following documents and information: 
·  Letter for Centrelink – for Family Allowance and Parenting Payment from date of return 

to Western Australia.  Obtain your forms from your nearest Centrelink office and lodge 
them immediately.   

·  Letter for Medicare – please register your child with Medicare.  If you are a member of a 
private medical benefit fund, your child should also be added to your membership 

·  Letter to Adoptive parents re: State Child Development Centre (SCDC) – Liaise with 
SCDC, West Perth for an appropriate paediatric service or a full health check and 
developmental assessment. 

·   You will need to take your child to an Infant/Child Health Clinic (where appropriate) at           
your local community and ensure that the clinic book is kept up to date.  

·  Letter for your solicitor – You may wish to seek legal representation to assist you in the 
Adoption Order application for Family Court.  This should be done around the 4th month 
of placement.   
·  Child’s Australian Citizenship – a copy is to be provided to the Department for 

forwarding to Korea. You are urged to apply for your child’s citizenship (evidence) 
as soon as possible after you have been granted the adoption order. 

       Form 119 – Evidence of Australian Citizenship (your Program Manger will supply) 
·  Child’s Australian Passport – you can apply for the passport after you have received   

citizenship for your child.  
 
9.2  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
·  Medicare - You will need to register your adopted child with Medicare. If you are a 

member of a private medical benefit fund, your child should also be added to your 
membership. 

·  Centrelink - You may be entitled to Family allowance and Parenting Payment from the 
date of your return to Western Australia.  
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·  Child Health Clinic - You are advised to take your child to an Infant/Child Health Clinic 
(where appropriate) at your local community and ensure that the clinic book is kept up to 
date.  

·  Health Check – You will have agreed to arrange an appointment at the State Child 
Development Centre (4 - 16 Rheola Street, West Perth, WA 6005, phone 9481 2203) or 
appropriate paediatric service for a full health check and developmental assessment of 
your child.  You will need a referral from your GP or Child Health Nurse which should be 
mailed to the Intake Coordinator of SCDC, PO Box 510, W. Perth 6872.  Cost of the 
examination is $123.00 

 
 
POST PLACEMENT VISITS 

 
Adoption Service will help and support you and your child adjust during the first six months 
of your placement.  A social worker will conduct a monthly home visit to ensure that 
everything is going along nicely.  This is in line with the Adoption Act 1994, section 139.  A 
short progress report will be written up after each supervision of placement. 
 
As with all parents, it will be expected that a new child will bring added pressures and many 
questions.  It is not a poor reflection on parents to have concerns and questions and the 
program manager will appreciate the opportunity to provide assistance and referral options if 
required.   
 
PROGRESS REPORTS 

 
Korea treats the provision of progress reports very seriously and the reports are a part of the 
Adoption Legislation of Korea.  Failure to provide a report to Korea would jeopardise the 
program for future applicants. 
 
The progress reports, or supervision reports, are sent to Korea.  At least six photos of your 
child with the parents should accompany each report.  The program manager is responsible 
for sending reports to ESWS during the supervision period.   
 
(The Adoption Information Act (WA) gives all adoptees over 18 and their birth parents a 
statutory right to information about a party separated from them by adoption.  The Act applies 
to overseas adoptees and their birth parents, as well as local adoptees.  
 
The fight for access to adoption information has existed as long as adoptees have been denied 
information about their origins. However, it was not until the early 1970’s that adoptees’  need 
for information was documented in welfare studies and personal histories. Throughout the 
1970s and 1980s adoptees continued to speak out about the importance of adoption 
information for medical and personal history. Organisations such as Jigsaw helped adoptees 
trace family and continued to put pressure on governments to open up records. 
  
Birth parents’  need for information did not come to public attention until the 1980s with the 
publication of a number of books and studies on birth mothers’  experiences of adoption.   
While individual birth mothers may have requested information in the past, many did not 
come forward for fear of disturbing the life of their relinquished child and because they 
believed they had no right to information, having been told that adoption was secret and final. 
With the search for origins movement amongst adoptees, however, many birth mothers felt 
confident they were not the only ones with negative experiences of secret adoption.)  
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HON JUDGE REPORT 
 
This is a report written by your program manager towards the end of the supervision period 
(minimum of six months).  It is sent to the Family Court of Western Australia to assist the 
Judge when determining your Adoption Order Application.   The purpose of the post 
placement visits are to ensure that your program manager is satisfied with the placement of 
your child and that his or her interests are being met by you.  The Hon Judge report 
recommends to the court whether the adoption order should be granted.   
 
RELEASE OF GUARDIANSHIP 

 
The child is released from the guardianship of the Chief Executive Officer when the Adoption 
Order is granted and the child becomes the legal responsibility of the adoptive parents.   
 
ADOPTION ORDER 
 
Once the Adoption Order is granted, please provide Adoption Service with two certified 
copies of your child’s Adoption Order and original passport with will be returned for 
application for citizenship. 
 
CHILD’S AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP AND PASSPORT 

 
You are urged to apply for your child’s citizenship as soon as possible after the Adoption 
Order is granted.   
 
You will need to complete form 119 – Evidence of Australian Citizenship (can be obtained 
from Program Manager or DIMA website www.immi.gov.au). 
 
Once you have organised your child’s evidence of Australian citizenship certificate or 
Australian citizenship, please provide Adoption Service with a notarised copy of the 
citizenship or certificate as it is necessary to notify the Korean Embassy and ESWS of this.   
 
You can apply for your Child’s Australian passport once your child becomes an Australian 
Citizen.  You will need to show your child’s Korean passport for verification when lodging 
the application for the new passport. 
 
You will need to complete the Australian Passport Form (obtained from Australia Post or 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade). 
 
CHILD’S NEW NAME 
 
Your child will have the same surname as you.  You are required, under law, to retain the first 
name of the child as their first name.  It is at your discretion to choose a middle name for your 
child.  Please be aware that your child’s Korean first name consists of two parts.  These two 
parts should be maintained as the child’s first name.   
 
There are those who feel strongly that the name given the child in the birth country 
should be retained as the first name. Others point out that there will be times when 
your child will want to have a simple familiar name to feel more like the other kids at 
school and for ease of pronunciation.  
 
A birth country name combined with an Australian name gives the child the 
opportunity to affirm either sides of his or her cultural identity, depending on the 
child©s mood and stage of development.  
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For a list of names and its meaning, you can do your own research via the 
library or browse on the Internet for a list of names from all cultures and its 
meaning. 
 
CASE CLOSED 

 
Once the Department receives a certified copy of your child’s Adoption Order and notarised 
copy of your child’s Certificate of Australian Citizenship, the Department will send this off to 
Korea.  Your case will then be officially closed. 
 
KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH KOREA AND POST ADOPTION SERVICES 
 
It is the responsibility of the adoptive parents to send periodic reports of their child to Korea 
once the case has been closed by Adoption Services.  ESWS prefers that all correspondence 
to your child’s family or foster carer be made through this department.   
 
The birth mother of your child or other family members may seek information on the child.   
 
ESWS provides excellent post adoption services for adoptees.  They encourage its adoptees to 
remain in contact with them and where possible, even visit them when they are old enough to 
understand.  All contact with ESWS must be made through the Department for Community 
Development Adoption Service. 
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APPENDIX 

 
 
PROGRAM MANAGER 
 
It’s the Department’s Program Manager’s responsibility to: 

 
1. provide support to prospective adoptive parents during your adoption journey to make 

the process as smooth as possible. 
 
2. help prospective adoptive parents prepare the homestudy and acceptance documents 

for Korea. 
 
3. keep in contact with Korea regarding your application. 
 
4. keep in contact with prospective adoptive parents and advise them of the progress of 

their application. 
 
5.  provide up to date information if any changes occur. 
 
6. help prospective adoptive parents get ready for their child. 
 
7. offer any further helpful information concerning prospective adoptive parents trip to 

Korea. 
 
8.  provide support and supervise the placement of the child. 
 
9.  provide the Hon. Judge report for Family Court. 
 
10. help prospective adoptive parents to get Citizenship for their adopted child. 
 
11. help prospective adoptive parents with post adoption services.   

 
12. inform prospective adoptive parents of adoption support groups and external services.   
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APPENDIX 
 

 
KOREA’S HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 
 

MEDICAL ISSUES OF PROSPECTIVE PARENTS FOR 
KOREAN ADOPTION PROGRAM 

 
The following information has been taken directly from a document issued by the Eastern 
Social Welfare Society and has not been interpreted or revised in any way. 
 
We would like to inform you of our attitude toward a few common medical conditions of 
prospective parents. Generally speaking, we would like to make sure that any chronic medical 
conditions should have been cured or has been stabilised for the last 3-5 years without relapse 
and should not be accepted on behalf of children. Some conditions which do not cause any 
problems in living normal daily life in western society may not be accepted in respect of 
biological mother’s wish – for example too short stature, blindness, deaf, obesity and etc. 
When they gave up their parentship, they want us to find normal, healthy and loving parents 
better than themselves. Please understand us that we should decline some applications even 
though their doctors think they can be good parents. 
 
Please attach treating doctor’s opinion regarding applicant’ s medical conditions, the 
applicant’s attitude toward the conditions, past treatments, latest test results and date, current 
medications, prognosis and etc. We also recommend prospective parents to continue healthy 
life style. 
Followings are out best consideration. 
 
1. Diabetes; IDDM & NIDDM 

To be eligible, applicants with diabetes should be under  good control with diet 
and with/without medication including insulin and they should not have 
complications in the vital organs which can cause continued medical attention. 
Please let us know the latest HbAIC, test date and whether  they also have 
obesity, hypertension and dyslipidernia.  

 
2. Epilepsy/seizure disorder 

To be eligible, applicants should not have seizure attack for  the last 5 years with 
or  without medication. 

 
3. Inflammatory Bowel Disease (Crohn disease, ulcerative colitis) 

To be eligible, the medical condition should have been stable and has not caused 
hospital admission for  the last 5 years. 
 

4. Arthritis, chronic back or neck pain and other chronic muscular/joint pain 
To be eligible, applicant should neither need analgesics regular ly or  have 
physical disability. Also the applicants should not have been admitted to a 
hospital for the above reason for  the last 5 years. 

 
5. Cancer 

To be eligible, the applicant should have finished cancer treatment longer than 5 
years ago without relapse and should not have residual physical disability.  
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6. Hearing problem 
To be eligible, the applicants should not have any trouble with his/her everyday 
routine with/without hear ing aid. Severe deaf is not acceptable. 

 
7. Visual problem 

To be eligible, the applicants should not have any trouble with his/her everyday 
routine with lenses or glasses. Social blindness or those who cannot dr ive in not 
acceptable. 
 

8. Mental illness 
Schizophrenia is not acceptable. 
Major  Depressive I llness is not acceptable except mild cases who never had been 
admitted to hospital for  it and the applicant have been under control for  5 years 
without relapse. 
 
Bipolar  Disorder  will be considered if the condition is mild and well controlled 
with/without medication and the applicant follows the doctor ’s orders well. 
 
The applicants with mental illness should have worked in the same job for  over  
2-3 years and they never tr ied suicide. We need treating doctor ’ s letter, who had 
been the applicant’ s doctor  continually for the last 2 years. 

 
9. Systemic lupus erythematosus 

To be eligible, the applicant should have very mild only without vital organ 
involvement. We need treating doctor ’ s letter. 

 
10. Coronary artery Disease, Hypertension, Dyslipidernia 

To be eligible, the medical conditions should be under good control and the 
applicants should be on sensible diet, non smoker , regular  exercise, compliant 
with medication and etc. 

 
11. Hepatitis B & C carrier 

To be eligible, liver function test should be normal. 
 
12. Applicants with HIV Ab positive, myasthenia gravis, post-transplantations (kidney, liver, 

lung, heart and etc) chronic liver disease, chronic renal disease and neurofibromatosis, 
multiple sclerosis are not acceptable. 

 
13. Applicants with more than two mild to moderate medical conditions would not be 

accepted. 
 
14. Obesity 

Please refer the attached reference (same as the previous recommendation). 
 
15.  Jehovah’s witness 

To be eligible, blood transfusion should be permitted in the life threatening 
medical condition. 

 
The medical conditions not mentioned above can be reviewed individually.  
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ALLOWANCE OF WEIGHTS FOR MEN &  WOMEN 
(ACCORDING TO HEIGHTS) 
 
 

MEN WOMEN  HEIGHT/ 
WEIGHT MEAN 30% 

OVERWEIGHT 
MEAN 30% 

OVERWEIGHT 
 
4Ft 10in (147.3cm) 
“      11in (149.9cm) 
 
5Ft         (152.4cm) 
“        1 ”   (154.4cm) 
“        2 ”   (157.5cm) 
“        3 ”   (160.0cm) 
“        4 ”   (162.6cm) 
“        5 “   (165.2cm) 
“        6 “   (167.6cm) 
“        7 “   (170.2cm) 
“        8 “   (172.7cm) 
“        9 “   (175.3cm) 
“      10 “   (177.8cm) 
“      11 “   (180.3cm) 
 
6Ft          (182.9cm) 
“        1 “    (185.4cm) 
“        2 “    (188.0cm) 
“        3 “    (190.5cm) 
“        4 “    (193.0cm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
144 Lbs (65.2kg) 
146.5 “    (66.4kg) 
149    “    (67.5kg) 
152    “    (68.9kg) 
155    “    (70.2kg) 
158.5 “    (71.8kg) 
162    “    (73.4kg) 
165.5 “    (75   kg) 
169    “    (76.6kg) 
172.5 “    (78.1kg) 
 
176    “    (79.7kg) 
180    “    (81.5kg) 
184.5 “    (83.6kg) 
189    “    (85.6kg) 
194    “    (87.9kg) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
185.7 Lbs (84.1kg) 
189     “     (85.6kg) 
192     “     (87.1kg) 
196.1  “     (88.8kg) 
199.5  “     (90.4kg) 
204.6  “     (92.7kg) 
209.1  “     (94.7kg) 
214.1  “     (97.0kg) 
218.2  “     (98.8kg) 
222.8  “     
(100.9kg) 
 
227.3 “     

(103.0kg) 
232.5  “     
(105.3kg) 
238.4  “     
(108.0kg) 
244.2  “     
(110.6kg) 
250.7  “     
(113.6kg) 

 
124.5 Lbs (56.4kg) 
127     “     (57.5kg) 
 
129     “     (58.4kg) 
132.5  “     (60.0kg) 
135.5  “     (61.4kg) 
139     “     (63  kg) 
142.5  “     (64.6kg) 
146     “     (66.1kg) 
149.5  “     (67.7kg) 
153     “     (69.3kg) 
156.5  “     (70.9kg) 
159.5  “     (72.3kg) 
162.5  “     (73.6kg) 
166     “     (75.2kg) 
 
168.5  “     (76.3kg) 
 

 
161   Lbs (72.9kg) 
164.2  “     (74.4kg) 
 
166.8  “   (75.6kg) 
171.4  “   (77.6kg) 
175.3 “   (79.4 kg) 
179.8 “   (81.4 kg) 
184.2 “   (83.4 kg) 
188.9  “   (85.6kg) 
193.5  “   (87.8kg)  
198     “   (89.7kg) 
202.6  “   (91.8kg) 
206.5  “   (93.5kg) 
210.4  “   (95.3kg) 
214.9  “   (97.3kg) 
 
218.2  “   (98.8kg) 

 
MEAN is the median number of a large frame in the 1983 Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company weight tables by height and size of frame in shoes (1 inch heels) and wearing five 
pounds of indoor clothing for men, three pounds for women.  
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APPENDIX 

 
 
USEFUL WEBSITES AND BOOKS AND ARTICLES 
 
·  Hubinette, Tobias (2003) “Adopted Koreans and the Development of Identity in the Third 

Space”, Adoption and Fostering, Vol. 27 No. 4, 2003, pp1-9. 
 
·  Kim, Eleana (2003) “Wedding Citizenship and Culture: Korean Adoptees and the Global 

Family of Korea”, Social Text, Vol. 21, No 1, Spring 2003, pp 57-81. 
 
·  Yngvesson, Barbara (2003) “Going Home:  Adoptions, Loss of Bearings, and the 

Mythology of Roots” , Social Text, Vol. 21, No. 1, spring 2003, pp 7-27. 
 
·  http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/north_east_asia/south_korea/ 

The Lonely Planet Guide website on South Korea.  There are some useful hints and travel 
tips.   

 
·  http://www.eastern.or.kr 

The Eastern Social Welfare Society, Inc website.  It is very informative and they post 
updates on what they have been up to in recent months.  A good way to keep in touch with 
the hard work they are doing in Korea.   

 
·  http://www.adoptkorea.com 

Extremely helpful website with loads of information and numerous links to other useful 
sites.  Please remember that this site is an American site, therefore, the procedure and 
process is different than in WA! 

 
·  Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs 

www.immi.gov.au 
 

·  http://www.emkpress.com 
Adoption Publishing Company – adoption themed materials for Infants to Young Adults 
from the perspective of the child.   Helpful to all families formed through adoption.  Deals 
with loss, belonging and collecting. 
 

·  The Colour of Difference – Journeys in transracial Adoption.  Edited by Sarah Armstrong 
and Petrina Slaytor. 
Discusses issues around transracial adoption, themes arising through the first person 
accounts and statistics on the scale of transracial adoption. 

 
There are several West Australian groups that have material posted on the web and these are 
listed below; 
 
·  Adoption Research and Counselling Service Inc. 

www.adoptionwa.org.au 
 
·  Adoption Support for Families and Children Inc. 

www.asfc.info/index.htm 
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NOTES 
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Good luck and all the best………annyeonghi gaseyo! 


