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MINISTERIAL FOREWORD

I am pleased to present the Women’s Report Card 2009 (WRC).  The 
report card is an important tool to measure women’s progress in areas 
such as health, work, safety, leadership and education.  It is used in 
government, non-government and private sectors to inform policy 
development and service delivery.

An evidence-based approach to policy development is integral to the 
financial and accountability responsibilities of government.  I am 
pleased that the Department for Communities (DfC) has developed 
a tool that supports gendered statistical analysis and increases our 
understanding of women’s position in society. 

The third edition of the Report Card highlights the trends in data over 
time and identifies areas of progress and future focus.  There have 
been improvements in many aspects of women’s lives, including 
increased life expectancy, greater participation in the workforce and 
improved representation in leadership roles.

However, it also illustrates there has been no improvement in the 
gender pay gap, self-employment rates, sexual and reproductive health and unpaid work of older women.

The state government is committed to providing accurate and up-to-date information to support the 
development of policy and programs that meet the needs of all Western Australians.  Statistics provide 
a specific picture, but it is the voices of Western Australian women from across the state, which provides 
the depth and understanding of their life experiences. 

DfC provides an important gateway for communication between government and women, their 
communities and organisations.  This Report Card represents another avenue by which government 
provides information that enhances policy and service delivery to best meet the needs of women in our 
community.

 

Robyn McSweeney MLC
MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION; COMMUNITY SERVICES; 
SENIORS AND VOLUNTEERING; WOMEN’S INTERESTS
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CONTEXT

Background
The Women’s Report Card was first published in 2004 as a result of the unique 2002 Women’s 
Convention, which identified the need to measure the progress of women in Western Australia.  To track 
change, the Report Card was then updated in 2006.  The 2009 update continues to fulfil the Government’s 
ongoing commitment to regularly update and track these important indicators for women in our state.

Purpose
The Report Card is a source of information for the community about issues important to women.  It 
provides key indicators of the status of women in the following areas:

public life•	
health•	
education•	
safety•	
leadership•	
employment and the workplace•	
law•	
policing•	
violence•	
crime and imprisonment•	
childcare•	
lifestyle factors.•	

The data trends seen in this update are indicative of the experiences of women in our society and provide 
a useful tool for government, business and the community.  We can use the update to compare data over 
time and as a vehicle to support decision-making.  The Report Card is a valuable resource for examining 
trends in WA in women’s economic and social wellbeing over time.

Environment
The Report Card is an interesting way of creating an image or impression of women’s lives.  Yet that alone 
cannot capture the diversity of WA women’s lives.  It is important to note that issues and circumstances 
for individual women vary considerably and cannot be summarised in a single set of indicators.  A myriad 
of factors determine women’s lives including socio-economic status, geographical location, educational 
attainment, family resources and cultural and linguistic background.  These are just some of the factors 
that intersect, influence and shape women’s lives and aspirations.

It is envisaged that insights offered by this report will inform planning, delivery and evaluation of 
services and facilitate targeted engagement with women.  It will provide a sound evidence base to foster 
partnerships across government, and between government and the community to address systemic 
barriers that impede women’s equality.

Work is occurring to develop a set of indicators for women at a national level.  This will enable future 
comparison and analysis across Australia and against progress in other states and territories.

Indicators
The choice of indicators forming the Report Card was influenced by community engagement with 
women; existing policy issues; national and international indicators; and by the availability of relevant 
and reliable data.  The indicators are drawn from approximately 50 different sources and the data is 
released at intervals ranging from quarterly to every five years.  Current data availability has enabled 
approximately 80 per cent of the initial indicators to be updated in this Report Card.  Some indicators have 
been improved through data sources and other refinements.  Unless otherwise stated all figures relate to 
women aged 15 years and over in WA.
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  DATA SOURCES
The indicators are drawn from a range of different sources, with data updates occurring at intervals ranging from quarterly to every five 
years.  Data availability in 2008 has allowed for approximately 80% of indicators from the original 2004 framework to be updated.  Some 
indicators have been improved through data sources and other refinements.  Unless otherwise stated all figures relate to women (aged 15+) 
in Western Australia.

Senior positions in public authorities
Office of Equal Employment Opportunity.  Annual Report 2007 ( Public Sector data).  Office for the Public Sector Standards Commission 
(Local Government and University data).
Director of Equal Employment Opportunity in Public Employment.  Annual Report 2008.  September 2008.
Business leadership
Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Agency (EOWA).  Annual Reporting (unpublished data). 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).  Labour Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods, Aug 2006 (cat. no. 6102.0.55.001). 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).  Labour Force, Australia, detailed quarterly, May 2008 (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003).
Participation in post compulsory education
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).  National Schools Statistics Collection, Schools Australia, 2007 (42210_2007.pdf); table 23, page 39.  
Schools Australia, 2005 (42210_2005.pdf) table 11, page 18.
Department of Education and Training, Vocational Education and Training (VET) Enrolment Statistics Unit (2003-2007).
Department of Education and Training.  Employment and Workplace Relations, Higher Education Students Collection, Higher Education 
Statistics Enrolment (2001-2007).

Department of Education and Training.  Employment and Workplace Relations, University Statistics Unit, Higher Education Students 
Collection.
Elected and appointed positions in government
Department of Local Government and Regional Development.  Gender of members elected at biennial ordinary elections in WA, 1997 - 2007.
Parliament of Western Australia, Members lists retrieved from www.parliament.wa.gov.au as at June 2008.
Parliament of Australia, Members lists retrieved from www.aph.gov.au as at June 2008.
Department of the Premier & Cabinet.  Boards and committees receiving Cabinet consideration (incorporating the Interested Persons’ 
Register (IPR)) as at 10 June 2008.
Unions 
Unions WA Council (unpublished data) as at July 2008.
Labour force participation
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Labour Force Survey, Australia, May 2008 (cat. no. 6202.0).
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Labour Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods, Aug 2006 (cat. no. 6102.0.55.001).
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Labour Force, Australia, detailed quarterly (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003); detailed electronic delivery (cat. no. 
6291.0.55.001).
Workplace training
Department of Education and Training, Apprenticeship and Traineeship Planning and Development Branch, Training Record System cube, as 
at June 2008.
Pay equity
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, Feb 2008 (cat no. 6302.0) Table 12E.  Average Weekly Earnings, 
Western Australia (Dollars) seasonally adjusted. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Labour Force, Australia, detailed quarterly, February 2008 (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003) Table 17; quarterly, 
May 2008, Table 18.
Family friendly workplaces
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Working Arrangements Australia (cat. no. 6342.0), November 2000, November 2003, November 2006.
Provision of family care and the workplace
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Child Care Survey, (cat. no. 4402.0) (unpublished data) June 2005.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Social Analysis and Reporting Section, (cat. no. 4102.0) Family and Community data cube, Table 2.5, 
August 2007.

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Census of Population and Housing, Counts and Proportions of Families, by Family Type and Weekly 
Family Income, 2001 and 2006(a) for Family Records retrieved from www.abs.gov.au as at 30 July 2008. 
Women in the legal system
Supreme Court of Western Australia, retrieved from www.supremecourt.wa.gov.au November 2008.
District Court of Western Australia, retrieved from  www.districtcourt.wa.gov.au November 2008.
Department of the Attorney General (previously Department of Justice).  Law Almanac: Courts, Boards and Tribunals.  Retrieved from 
www.dotag.wa.gov.au November 2008. 
The Legal Practice Board of Western Australia.  Legal Practice Board Annual Report 06/07.  Retrieved from  www.lpbwa.org.au June 2007.
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR).  Higher education statistics, enrolments (full year) as at 
November 2008 (unpublished data). 
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Women in the police service
Western Australia Police, Resource Management Information System as at June 2008 (unpublished data).
Victims of crime and imprisonment
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Recorded Crime Victims, unpublished data (2002 - 2006).
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Prisoners in Australia (cat. no. 4517.0) as at 30 June 2007.

Violence against women
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), General Social Survey WA 2006 (cat. no. 4159.5.55.001).
Department of Consumer and Employee Protection, Worksafe Division, 2002 - 2006 as at 30 June (unpublished data).
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Crime and Safety (cat. no. 4509.0, 2005).
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Recorded Crime Victims, Revised 2002-2005 (rates recalculated for 2007) (unpublished data).
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW), National Data Collection Agency. 2005-06 and 2006-07 data (ad hoc request).
Department of Health,  Hospital Morbidity Data System, 2006.
Perception of safety on public transport and in the community
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Crime and Safety, (cat. no. 4509.0 1998) Table 7, 2002 Table 20, 2005 Table 18.
Public Transport Authority, Transperth Passenger Satisfaction Monitor Rail and Bus Surveys, 2007, 2008.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Social Statistics - Family and Community Statistics (cat. no. 4159.5.55.00) 2006.
Older women's health and wellbeing
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Social Statistics - Family and Community Statistics (cat. no. 4159.5.55.001) 2006.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), National Centre for Culture & Recreation Statistics (cat. no. 4177.0) (unpublished), Participation in 
Sports and Physical Recreation, Australia, 2005-06 (cat. no. 4159.5.55.001) (unpublished), General Social Survey 2006. 
Older women's family and community involvement
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Social Statistics - Family and Community Statistics.  General Social Survey WA 2006 (cat. no. 
4159.5.55.001).
Older women and income
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Census of Population and Housing, created 13 March 2008.
Centrelink, Strategic Performance & Information Management Branch.  Centrelink statistics, April 2008.
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Labour Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods, Aug 2006 (cat. no. 6102.0.55.001). 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Labour Force Australia, detailed quarterly, March 2008 (cat. no. 6291.0.55.003); detailed electronic 
delivery, March 2008 (cat. no. 6291.0.55.001).                            

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Population Labour Industry and Environment Statistics Group. Labour Force Survey, Labour Force, 
Australia, May 2008 (cat. no. 6202.0).

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Social Statistics - Family and Community Statistics.  General Social Survey WA 2006 (cat. no. 
4159.5.55.001).
Life expectancy
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Demography section. Deaths, Australia, 2006 (cat. no. 3302.0).
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Health and Vitals. Causes of Death, Australia, 2006 (cat. no. 3303.0) (unpublished). 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Causes of Death Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods, 2006 (cat. no. 3317.0.55.002).
Lifestyle and associated risk factors
Department of Health, Epidemiology Branch.  WA Health and Wellbeing Surveillance System (WAHWSS), results are based on information 
collected between Jan to Dec 2006 and 2007.  
Illness, injury and hospitalisation
Department of Health, Epidemiology Branch.  WA Health and Wellbeing Surveillance System (WAHWSS), results are based on information 
collected between Jan to Dec 2007. 
Department of Health, WA Hospital Morbidity Data System 2006. 
Mental health and well being
Department of Health, Epidemiology Branch.  WA Health and Wellbeing Surveillance System (WAHWSS), results are based on information 
collected between Jan to Dec 2006 and 2007. 
Department of Health, Epidemiology Branch.  WA Health and Wellbeing Surveillance System (WAHWSS) 2002 - 2007.  
Sexual and reproductive health
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), Demography section: Births, Australia, 2006, (cat. no. 3301.0) Table 1.5. (cat. no. 3302.0).
Department of Health, Communicable Disease Control Directorate 2004 to 2007.
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.  Australia’s Health 2008. 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.  Cervical Screening in Australia, 2005-06.
Department of Health, BreastScreen WA's Mammography Screening Registry.  WA participation rates for the 24-month period, July 2006 to 
June 2008.
Access to female GPs
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, Medical Labour Force Survey.  Medical labour force detailed tables: 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005.
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